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Three Major PHC Exhibits Open in late May 2013
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Top photograph: Cast of Mr. Rogers Neighborhood during the 1990s.
Middle: Martin Luther’s first hymn book (1524) will be shown this summer.
Also shown is an illuminated drawing of early musicians at an organ.
Bottom: 1894 panorama of Jerusalem with 1822 first American missionary
account of arriving in Palestine, along with painted ceramic bowl from the
Late Bronze Age (1500 - 1200 B.C.E.).

Broadcasting and communication innovations, 500
years of church music and missions to the Near East are
three major new exhibits opening late May at the
Presbyterian Heritage Center.

On the Air: The History of Presbyterians in
Broadcasting & Communications will present the story
of Presbyterians and innovations including: 

H 1910 telephone call-in to listen to sermons 
H silent screen film stars
H radio and television broadcasting, and
H Fred Rogers and Mr. Rogers Neighborhood.
Joyful, Joyful: We Adore Thee will feature rare psalters

and hymnals for the past 500 years, audio music sam-
ples on touch-screen kiosks, use of hymns in movie
clips and much more! The exhibit begins with Martin
Luther’s first hymn book published in 1524 with eight
hymns —   4 by Luther, 3 by Paul Speratus and 1 of
unknown authorship.

Go Into All The World: Missions to the Near East
exhibit will feature rare photos and documents of vari-
ous Presbyterian efforts in countries in the Eastern
Mediterranean, as well as a display of rare pottery from
the Biblical Holy Land. There will be interactive
archaeological digs of replica Biblical pottery for young
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Next year is the 500th anniversary of the birth of
John Knox, the founder of Presbyterianism. The
Presbyterian Heritage Center is holding a North
American Symposium of John Knox —   The Heritage &
Future of American Presbyterianism on March 7-8,
2014, in Montreat.

Cosponsored by King University, The Buechner
Institute and Montreat Conference Center, this John
Knox 500 conference will hear the author of a new
2014 biography of John Knox, experts on the Scottish
Reformation and the transition of Presbyterianism to
the North American colonies, as well as various break-
out workshops targeted to music directors and choirs,
Christian educators, pastors and Scottish heritage
enthusiasts. 

Registration for the two-day event starts at early dis-
counts from $65 per person. The registration includes
and conference, a Friday evening reception and ban-
quet and symposium materials. The Presbyterian
Heritage Center will open a John Knox 500 exhibit at
its facilities during the symposium. Assembly Inn rooms
are $75 for single or double occupancy. You can regis-
ter with the Montreat Conference Center at toll-free
800-572-2257 or www.montreat.org after April 1st.

An Epic Story
Far from being one-dimensional, John Knox led an

epic life —   tutor, bodyguard, priest, chaplain to a
besieged and overthrown band of rebels in a castle,

French galley ship slave
chained to the oars, exiled

minister, theologian,
popular preacher who

stood up to mon-
archs, and finally,
guardian of a
countrywide 

reformation to a Presbyterian
church order. He had many brushes with death.

The Scottish Reformation was the only martyrless
Protestant transition in Europe during the 16th and
17th century.

The author of the
upcoming new Knox
bio is Dr. Jane Dawson
(at right), University of
Edinburgh, School of
Divinity, professor of
Reformation Theology.
Her new research has
pinpointed Knox’s birth
as 1514. She also is an
authority on music of
the Scottish
Reformation.

Special thanks is
offered for symposium
support of the R.C. &
S.G. Anderson Foundation and The North American
Organization of Scottish Historians (NOSH).

Galley Ship of the 1400s.

Registration Form
March 7 - 8, 2014

North American Symposium on John Knox:
The Heritage & Future 

of American Presbyterianism
Registration Costs
r Early Bird Cost – $65 if paid by Aug. 31, 2013
r Scottish Thrifty Cost – $75 if paid 

September 1 – December 31, 2013
r Regular Cost – $85 if paid in 2014

Hotel Room Reservations: $75 per room
# People Date(s)

Name

Address

Telephone

Email 

Mail to: Montreat Conference Center, 
PO Box 969, Montreat, NC 28757
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people during the summer.

Broadcasting/Communications
Presbyterians began innovative communication meth-

ods in the early 1900s and immediately took advantage of
radio and TV broadcasting technology.

The nation’s first religious broadcasting station was
WDM radio in Washington, DC, licensed on Dec. 22,
1921 —   the 25th radio station license issued by the
Federal Government. Owned by a predecessor of the
National Presbyterian Church (DC), the station began
broadcasting on Jan. 1, 1922.

Presbyterian ministers immediately began using the
technology. For example, in Atlanta the First Presbyterian
Church aired its service on WSB radio beginning on
April 2, 1922.

Also during the 1920s, and 1930s, Presbyterians
began working in movies. At right, a 1926 movie lobby
card features star Fred Thomson, a Presbyterian minis-
ter and former U.S. Army Chaplain. Billed as the
World’s Greatest Western Star, Thomson was married
to screenwriter and director Frances Marion. He was
second male box office draw only to cowboy Tom Mix
during the late 1920s. He died in 1928 while working
on his first talkie, which was never released.

500 Years of Church Music
During the period from 1560 to the 1700s,

Presbyterians sang only psalms without musical accom-
paniment. Psalms were allowed as part of worship
because they were in the Bible. Initially, psalters or 
collections of psalms were printed for unison singing
only; harmonic arrangements were added later.

During the 1800s, Presbyterians introduced more
hymns and churches added musical instruments. By the
mid 20th century, Psalm singing was declining.

The first English language psalter was written by
Biblical translator Miles Coverdale during the late
1530s and entitled Goostly Psalmes and Spirituall Songs
Drawn out of the Holy Scripture. 

The first worship psalter for English congregational
singing was Sternhold and Hopkins’ The Whole Booke
of Psalmes published during the 1560s. This Anglo-
Genevan psalter was quite different from the Scottish

continued from page 1

Genevan Psalter. The Sternhold and Hopkins tunes
were adapted from the original Genevan Psalter and
included the famous “Old Hundredth” music set to the
text: “All People That on Earth Do Dwell.” Melodies are
included for unison singing.

Psalters, hymnals, split-psalters and other rare musi-
cal books will be part of this exhibit, which also will
include volumes used by Wesley’s Methodists, by
Lutherans, Baptists and other denominations.
Important lyricists and composers will be highlighted.

Near East Missions
In 1820, the American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions sent Presbyterian and Congregational
ministers to the Near East. This was one of the earliest
foreign missions by the joint ABCFM venture.

Presbyterian minister
Levi Parsons provided
Americans with their first
account of this region
including Jerusalem and
Palestine. He wrote an
extensive report which
was published in the
1822 monthly editions of
the Missionary Herald
magazine. 

The exhibit contains
rare photographs, draw-
ings, maps, timelines, documents and periodicals.



The 2013 exhibits at the
Presbyterian Heritage Center include:

Preserving History at Montreat,
from the Historical Foundation to the
Presbyterian Heritage Center 
This exhibit looks at the 85 years of
educating and preserving the history
of Presbyterianism, missions and
Montreat. Until Oct. 2013.

The Journey Is Home: Nelle Morton
This exhibit looks at Nelle Morton,
educator, civil rights activist and the-
ologian. It includes her   work with
the Fellowship of Southern
Churchmen. Until August 2013.
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Help us celebrate our fifth anniversary by making a dona-
tion to the Presbyterian Heritage Center in 2013. As we com-
plete our five years of operations this spring and go into our
sixth year of educating young people and adults on the history
of Presbyterians and the Reformed Churches, our worldwide
missions and the unique heritage of Montreat, we need your
financial support.

To fund our mission, the independent PHC depends on
contributions from hundreds of individuals, churches of all sizes
and foundations from across the country. We also welcome stock
donations. We are an IRS registered 501(c)(3) educational non-
profit and contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Every day, your Heritage Center is educating and captivating
both online and onsite visitors about Presbyterian, mission and
Montreat history. You can mail a donation to: Presbyterian
Heritage Center, PO Box 207, Montreat, NC 28757 or you
can contribute online using PayPal on our website —
www.phcmontreat.org.

Annual Fundraising Levels
Scottish Pipers $ 25 -      149
Celtic Circle $ 150 -      499
Kirkin Circle                         $ 500 -      999
Tartan Circle  $   1,000 -    2,499
Witherspoon Society $   2,500 –   4,999

Celebrating 5 Years. Help Support the PHC!

Donation/Intent Form
Presbyterian Heritage Center at Montreat
Yes, I/we want to support the 
Presbyterian Heritage Center at Montreat. 
Here is my    r donation or     r pledge 

of $ or 

of $ annually for three years.
If a pledge, please indicate when you want to be
invoiced. Date(s):

Name(s)

Address

City   

State    Zip

e-mail:

Telephone:

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,
a 500 year Musical Journey from the
Reformation to Today
A new exhibit will open in late May
2013 featuring rare volumes from
16th century Genevan Psalters  to
early hymnals used by Protestant
denominations to the 2013
Presbyterian Hymnal, as well as
audio recordings, movie clips, touch-
screens, etc. 

On The Air: The History of
Presbyterians in Broadcasting &
Communications
From telephone sermons for farmers,
the first religious broadcasting 

2013 Exhibits at the Presbyterian Heritage Center
station and Mr. Rogers, this exhibit
covers the 20th Century history of
innovations of Presbyterian broad-
casting. Opens late May 2013.

Go Into All The World: Missions
to the Near East
The exhibit will look at the successes
and failures of Presbyterian and
Protestant missions to the Near East
over the past 180 years. There also
will be a display of Palestine pottery
from 3,300 B.C.E. to 324 C.E.
Archaeological digs of replica Biblical
pottery will be held throughout the
summer for youngsters. Opens
Spring 2013.

Knox Society $   5,000 –   9,999
Calvin Society                    $ 10,000 – 24,999
Heritage Society $ 25,000 +


